'They abandoned then farm, their cattle, and their
poultry They went, I think, first to Petrograd, and then
to Moscow The Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic
was only two months old, but already it was so precocious
that it was cutting its teeth and saying its first woids
The bourgeoisie predicted an early death fox it They
preferred, however, to watch it fiom a distance A swaim
of refugees made a rush loi the Ukraine and Siberia
The Ungerns chose Siberia, thinking it safer because
it was farthci away, 01 else for the very good reason that,
on the day of then flujhl, the trams were running only
towards the cast They set off, but that wasn't the same
thing as getting there Baroness Ungcm became separated
from he r husband After travelling foi several months, he
found himself in the Far East, between Haibm and Vladi-
vostok fie was all by himself His wife was left behind
in Soviet Russia Between them were the Urals, a whole
continent, atul presently a fighting hont There wcic no
more mails, no more trams '
'And what about the children-*' Marie Anne inter-
rupted me
I had lor gotten their very existence
The childien stayed with their mother Ungern re-
mained alone in a little provincial town Around him
embryo die tators stalked the streets This was in autono-
mous, democr atic Siberia Captain Michon, of the French
Mihtaiy Mission, undertook an inquiry into the strength
of the national forces on which reliance could be placed
Obscure Japanese gave awayjwj and got the low-down
on plans The Allies set about rationalizing the counter-
revolution '
I lit a cigarette,
'Ungern held himself aloof from all this fermentation.
Perhaps he had a job in an office He still wore his
glasses Weeks went by The civil war began One day
Ungern received news of his wife . . '